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FFA sale Saturday with most 
and best animals to be shown 

.Saliird;iy is the hip (liiy tor the 
;innu;il Rice IIA Show and Sale 
hui in addition to the usual 
"worries' laced by students and 
others ass(Kiated vMih the thapier, 
there is a now coniein this year 

Actually, the sale is the 
culmination ot six months ot 
work on the part ot the students. 
Durinj: thai time chapter members 
have niiiiuted llieir annuals 
ihroui'h their educational paces, 
learning lirst hand what it takes 
to keep animals healthy and 
saleable us well as earning a 
grade lor their school records. 

Iliis year, as in recent years, 
the last lesson may be the hardest 
to swallow, since the ever 
pinching economy could hold 
some prices below the profit 
level. Students hope the care iind 
feeding of the animals ends at sale 
lime with a price high enough to 
cover costs and perhaps provide a 
little profit...after all that's what 
the cattle business is supp<.)sed to 
be all about. 

No Pass, No Play elTfil 
But since lliis is the first year 

students have labored under the 
new "No pass, No play" rule, they 
also have to be concerned with 

their grade in order to p;irticipate 
in the show. Any student who 
received a failing grade in any 
ÂJhji'cl diirini' the third six-week 

period which ended January 16 
won't be able to compete in the 
show portion ot the weekend. 
Under arrangements approved by 
the RCISI) school board last year, 
animals owned by such students 
can be sold if the student can 
make arrangements for someone 
else to bring it into the sale ring 
Saturday afternoon 

(irades don't have to be reported 
until late this week so until that 
time it won't be known how many 
students will lose privileges. 
While the number of ag studenLs 
with at least one tailing grade has 
declined since the first semester, 
at the mid-point of the grading 
period that ended last Friday, 31 
of approximately 114 students had 
a failing grade. 

Veteran ag instructor Ronel 
Roberts, groping for something 
positive to say about the no pass 
rule, commented that he at least 
"hoped sludeni.s realize wtiat ihcy 
have U) do so more can participate 
next time." 

Most ;mimals. 

best quality 
On the bright side. Roberts said 

this year's show and sale includes 
"probably the most animals we 
have ever had, and also 1 think 
the quality of tfie animals is the 
highest we have ever had...f)verail 
(the steers) are heavier than in the 
past." 

On the sale schedule, there ;ire 
31 steers listed as well as 55 
hogs, 10 head of heifers, five 
lambs and ten pens of rabbits. 
Hogs should be heavier than last 
ye;u-, and new this year, the 
heifers have been split into two 
classes: Junior Yearling for those 
under a year old, and senior 
yearling tor those one year and 
older. One heiter already has a calf 
at her side for the show and sale. 

OviTtominn the eionomy 
The perennial problem is that 

of finding enough buyers to make 
the student's etforts worth while. 
F-red Grahmann has earned a 
special debt of gratitude from the 
chapter this yecu', Roberts said. 
For the 19.S5 sale a yc.ir ago. 
linited Buyers, which Grahmann 
spearheads, raised enough to 
purchase eight animals. This year 
the RIFS principal has been 

pulling the irons out ()f the fire to 
r.iise even more purchase-money. 
"It It wasnt for (Grahmann and) 
United Buyers, a lot of kids would 
be hurting. 

Although United Buyers has 
been seeking donations for sev­
eral weeks, it will accept con­
tributions through F-riday. I:arlier 
this month Gnihmann said he 
wouldn't turn any money down on 
Saturday morning either. 

The schedule 
I'he vveekend will start just after 

school on Iriday afternoon when 
students check their lambs, swine 
and rabbits for the weigh-in. 
About 5:30 a.m. Saturday 
morning the weigh-m pericxi for 
steers and heifers will begin. 

Judging will begin Saturday 
morning about 7 a.m. F̂ imbs and 
rabbits are on the schedule first 
followed by swine, heifers and 
finally steers. 

At 8 a,m. Saturday the annual 
FFA queen trail ride begins at the 
Sandy Creek Drive In. Leslie 
Heard is the chapter re()fc.sth.ativc 
in charge of the trail nde. with 
the liagle Lake N(K)n tjons Club 
the sponsoring organi7-;ition. Stu­
dents competing for queen can 

contact eiil̂ ier Miss Heard (ir l.ion 
Roy Van Nort. Participants must 
be involved in some way with the 
livestc^k show, and must ride on 
the trail. Once they arrive in the 
show bam area, they also have to 
ride a staked pattern to 
demonstrate their horsemanship 

The barbecue dinner, sponsored 
by the Sheridan l.ions Club, 
opens at II a.m. in the high 
sch(X)l cafeteria. Tickets are S4 
each. 

The sale begins at 1 p.m. in 
the show bam. Billy Bode will 
serve as auctioneer and FJ Smith 
of tiagle Lake and Don Hagan of 
Columbus will serve as spotters. 

Resale buyer needed 
'We are not positive yet who 

the resale buyer will be." Robem 
said last week. "It might even be 
the FFA chapter. If someone 
wants to make a firm commitment 
before the sale. Roberts said a 
resale auction won't be held this 
year before the main auction. 
Robens can be contacted at the 
.SC!K)OI. :34-3535. 

Other sponsors make the show 
possible. Roberts pointed out. 
During the sale, the Garwood 
Lions Club IS resfKmsible for the 

bookkeeping. The Eagle Ixike 
Chamber ot C"ommerce. the Fmka 
Uuvar Family of Garworxl and tf>e 
Marc Jordan Family of Sheridan 
conuibute for the trophies the 
Sammy Tice Family of Sublime 
sponsors tf)e banners and ribbons 
to be awarded to students Banners 
the students present to the buyers 
are purchased by tJie students 

I he FFA-Ag b<x)ster club will 
provide some assistance in haul­
ing and delivering unimals. as 
well as assistance in registering 
animals at the weigh-in 

Buyers at the sale will be reg­
istered and some time during the 
sale a drawing will be held. Lucky 
buyers will be presented with a 
picnic table and a barbecue pit 
built by chapter members 

Finest Axel and .Mike 
McMahon, and Roberts are the 
sch(X)rs three vcxational agri­
culture instructors. Working to­
gether, thev each share respon­
sibilities in various areas. Roberts 
is m charge of the Steer program, 
with Axel assisting. Axel is m 
charge of the Swine program with 
Roberts assisting, and .McMahon 
IS in charge of the Heifer. L^mb 
and Rabbit program with Roberts 
and AxeF assisting. 
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^^^Z^^X^ r I Local riders to join celebration 
!(Rcflcct ing November Retail Sales) 

Columbus Eagle Lake 

City 

Weimar 

Would you wear buckskins and 
mount a horse to ride around 
Colorado County this weekend to 
officially kick-off the local por­
tion of the Texas Sesquicentennial 
birthday celebrauon.' 

A g(H)d number of Colorado 
Countians plan to do just that 
and in Lagle l.;ike. it might be 
quite a crowd. 

Friday and Saturday are the two 
days picked to start the local 
celebrations, making the coming 
weekend a busy one. 

Larry Rodgers (not l-.mic as 
reported to the Headlight for last 
week's story), will join up with 
Ross Obentiaus and Sam Meitzen 
in Columbus at the courthouse on 
Saturday morning for 11 a.m. 
ceremonies that will provide a 
colorful and educational spectacle 

for the crowd, hach community in 
the county itill be represented by 
riders, and eich community will 
be given an official state sesqui-
centennial flag to add to the 
United States and Texas flags their 
riders will be carrvinc. The sesqui-
centenniai flag designates each 
area as an official sesquicentenmal 
community. 

Once all riders are intr(xJuced 
and given their flags, they will 
parade around the courthouse 
square one time, then head off to 
each tcsn. 

The F-agle Lake men will ride 
with the Alleyton representatives 
to th.ii community for kxal cere­
monies there, then head off to 
Eagle l^ke. Because such a trip 
that uikes 25 minutes by car 
would take about half a dav on 

liorseback. the nders will 
dismount outside of Alleyton and 
load the hor.ses in a trailer for the 
trip to Faigle luike. 

When they get to the FFaroFd 
Thomas farm headquarters near 
here, expected to be about 2 p.m., 
they will remount and be joined 
by any KKal rider who would like 
to trail along. 

The group is expected about 3 
p.m. at the Eagle Ljke municipal 
building for short local 
ceremonies. Because that is the 
same day as the annual FFA Show 
and Sale at Rice High Schix)l. 
l(Kal sesquicentennial committee 
members dont expect a kirge 
crowd. 

Mayor Elmer Struss has been 
asked to make a specvh. and l(Kal 
scouts have be«n asked to 

City faces plummet of 
local sales tax revenues 

The numey ih.i! the City ot 
liagle Lake receives from the st;ite 
sales tax. which hval shoppers 
pay when they make .in intown 
purchase.continued its piecipitous 
decline this month, according to 
figures released last week. 

I'he city receives one cent for 
every 5-1/8 cents of tax paid. 
F igures show that sales in 
November, reported by December 
20, with the city's portion rebated 
in January, has declined 33.2 
percent. Last month the decline 
was about 21 percent 

However city miinager Robert 
KliH.km.in and city council, when 
they planned the city's budget for 
the 12-nionih operating period 
that ends March 31. l')X(.. felt 
such revenues would decrease 
about 10 percent. So far, 10 
months into that period and 
including the deep dcvrea-r; in 
chc"vks leveived llic past two 
months. the revenues have 
averaged a 9 percent dtxline 

Officially no one spcvulated 
about the kxal decreases outside 
the fact that the gravel industry 
and tarm pictures are not bright 
However. I.igle tractor, the 
largest consuuclion equipment 
dealer in the Southwest betore 
they were forced to sell the 
franchise, no k)nger contributes 
to tfie sak's t;ix picture. Sales tax 
IS chirpcH on construction 
equipment but not on agricultural 
equipment sales. 

IxKal officials ;ue not opti­
mistic that next numths check, 
reflecting FVcember sales, will be 
any better. Although the Chamber 
of Commerce sponsored the "Shop 
Eagle l.;ike First'" promotion last 
month in an effort to increase 
kxal shopping, there is no clear 
reading whether that increased 
kval business. One merchant said 
this was his worst Christmas sales 
season ever, while another 
comnK'nied positively aN)ut it. 

In his news release about the 
st;itewide tax picture, Texas comp 
iroller Bob BulUvk said "Sute 
wide payments (of the city's p<u 
lion of the tax) are up three per­
cent over last Januarys checks. 
However, a short holidiy penod 
since Thanksgiving and an early 
cut off in prwessing tax returns 
may account for some cities show­
ing lower payments." Rulkvk 
said. 

The check the city rcveived last 
week was lor $5,773 while a year 
ago the check was for S8,M7 
Columbus received a chtxk for 
$20,319, a 3.8 percent increase 
comp;tfed to last vears chtxk for 
$19,574 Weinwr received $5,012 
compiircd to last years $5,159 

In .Sealy. their check was fi>r 
$20.M5. a 4 ^ percent increase 
over last Januitfv. ami in Wharton 
County, El Campos check was tor 
S42.729. down 25 percent and 
WharttMis check was tor >2»,45v, 
down 4 2 pcaent 

Van Nort files for mayor; county 
incumbents have challengers 

City, county candidate round-up 
L(Kal election activiiv picked 

up this week with a candidate for 
Mayor of Fiagle Lake announcing 
his bid for the posiuon. and it is board president Steve Balas said posiuon on the st.hoi>l bo-ird to 
likely that long-time precinct four Monday night that he will not run be voted on this year is held by 
commissioner Bill Stiles will again. John Matthews of Eagle Natalie Dupre of Sheridan who was 
have competition Lake said this week he plans to elected last year to fill a one year 

As for the Rice sch(X)l district, file for that seat. The only other unexpired term. She has not made 
an anniiuncement (>n whether she 
will run again. 

In the city. Roy Van Nort a 10-
year veteran as an elected Eagle 
Lake councilman, filed his papers 
Monday morning for mayor He 
filed shortly after the office 
opened on the first day of the 
tiling periixl. By late Tuesday 
afterrKHin no other candidates had 
filed. The seat held by first term 
councilman N ic Corman aKo is up 
for election, and since Van Nort 
has announced for mayor, his 
council seat will be available 
Corman said he more than hkely 
will run again 

In the county races. Paul Causey 
ot (.ii'le Ijke will become a 
candidate for lite prcvinct four 
commissioner s seat held fiu more 
than two decades by Stiles 
Causey has discussed tiling 
privedures with county Democratic 
chairman Reggie Briscoe in 
Sheridan, and plans to file a 

, - , .« i . tr peution asking his named be 
tmplOye of the Year placed on the balUx That 

Lucille Pcfrv Lange was named Tuesday mgtil by ttie Eagle Lake pnvedunr means Causey will not 
Chambt ^ommerceastheEmpioyeot the Year The chamber hekj need to pay the U<*) tiling tee 
Its annual arx^uet at the community center with more than 200 That is neither an unusual or new 
attending Anor receiving the award. Mrs Lange thanked the privedure,' Brisco said. "It is 
ctiaitibt;! diHJ I. -i dcKjiciis-c y> l̂.lc irr,;ricc5idie (jdSi-pjeoidcr.t Dcr! BsfxJy 

parucipjie. The btrthduy tlag will 
be raised. 

Friday night costume ball 
f*rior to Saturdays ceremonies, 

an official county sesquicentennial 
"Historical Costume' ball is 
scheduled from 8 p.m. to midnight 
at the KC Hall near Columbus. 
Costumes are not required, but if 
participants want to wear them 
they can depict anything from the 
past 150 years of stateKxxl and 
don't have to represent clothing 
worn L̂O years ago 

Tickets are $5 per person are 
are on sale at the Fu t̂ National 
Bank, the CiarwcxK) Rice office and 
at Shendan Lumber 

hekJ the microphone See story on Page 8. ( oniinued on Pa}!e K 

Aerosol fire 
extinguisher 
sales illegal, 
state says 

The fire extinguishers 
vilfered for sale here in tfie 
last several weeks by a boor-
to-du>r traveling salesman are 
not legal in the state of 
Texas, according to city 
manager Roben Kkxkman and 
city fue marshal Glen 
L(vklier. who were informed 
about the sates by the ^tjte 
firt marrihals ottke 

Several weeks ago a 
salesman came into the 
Headlight office demon­
strating the pnxluct by 
lighting a small fire and 
quickly extinguishinr it with 
the spray can He said it was 
non-toxic and sprayed it into 
his face and nxmth Klovkman 
said there is a question alHHJt 
the toxicity of the prixluct 
Tfie can. kkxkman said, indi­
cates It was analyzed by a 
laboratory in another state. 
Kkxkman said the state fire 
rr.arsha! s ofIKT loH him the 
prixluct must be appmved by a 
Vtale approved laborati>ry be­
tore ottwials will consider 
alkiwing It to be sold in 
Texas 

The tire marshal Is office 
said the can should b"? 
disposed ot. but smce it is an 
aerost>l, it must m>t be thrown 
in the trash picked up by 
local collectk)n crews Lock-
lier said the can shoukl be 
taken to the Eagle Lake fut 
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